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_— gordinary Rules and DireSions for every thing belonging to the Art of Fair Writing , 
2, * *  , begiuning by way of Dialogue or Diſcourſe betwixt the MasTer and the Scuotar, 
EF | OMe (* ; - nai. * 
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_ » Schol. PH nomed Sir, The ſpreading fame of your Excellent Parts * and a fight of your incomperable Works X 


have occafioned this wy bumble Addreſs, and induced me to deſert the bonour of being. you $cbolar ,, 


5 with. bypes to attein ſome few of thoſe many Excellencies which render you the Admiration of the preſent Age. 37 
- Mafter, If God's Bleffing on my Induſtry hath been more than ordinary , to Him onely belongs the praiſe : 
And 1f I have learned more than others, it hath been with a deſigne that I might Teach others the better ; 
the reality whereof you ſhall find, fince you are come ſo opportunely , and expreſs your defires [o heartily : 
Bur ler me know what it is in particular you deſire to learn ? | "173-10 7 by ry 
Lands uſually written in 


-- Scholar. I am ('Sir_) deſirous to learn the whole Art of Writing , in all the curious Ha 

England ; aud to kyow how to make thoſe rare Knots and Flonriſhes which are the glorious Ornaments and on 
wents of fair Writing. And (Sir) I would intreat you to inftruS} me in the beſt way , how to begin and progeetl: in, 
order to the Accompliſbment ofigy defrres. | o FLO 


' Mafter. You haye half garned the Art in earneſtly deſiring to attain it, and you may. by Gods bleſſing 
- wholly atrain it by diligently obferving the following Rules, and induſtriouſly pratifing by the Examples in 
this Book : Therefore know, 1. That, Pen, Ink and Paper are the principal Materials belonging to. Writing, 
and judiciouſly to chooſe and uſe thoſe Materials is the. principal Concernment of a Writer; wherein ghar you 
| FH 


may be informed., obſerve the following Rules and Direftions. X ITY 
F TY os th TS of 


For the choice of. your Pen-Knife. | 1 rrh 77 


| | | $1 | : 6 Mfothid 34 on 
JInce you cannot perform good Work with bad Inſtruments, T ſhall firft dire&t you inthe choice of your Pexr-Knjſe. Sonte #hooſe 
a Knife by the ark, but ſince no Workman can always hit the right Temper , the better choice is by the etal , which yournay 
_ gueſs at by grating the Edge on your Thumb nail ; for if it be good.it will pare offſharply and crisp 3 if bed, Gee 1 tible 
which are faid to be of Razor-metal are moſt eſteemed , but there is really no ſuch thing as Razor-metal;; the beſt might be made'of 
Damaſcus Steel, but few know how to work it;, 'It.is not. material whether the Blade 'be:hollowed :like a:Razur or not. Razors are 
| hoflowed toleave their backs thick ; and render them more weighty., Keep your Pex-Krife with a ſmooth ,. even, thin.Edge, by 
whetting when need requires on a fine Whet-{tone with water , next ona Hone with Sallet-oy1 ; laſtly, ſmooth the edge on the toy: 
of your ſhboe, or a peice of Neats-leather: . ; 
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7 Finiſh 
the Slit 0 putting in hi hi of a Quill, or the Ne of your Knifc-haft , if it hath one, and force it up with 


a ſudden twitch. 8. You may proportion the Slit for Jengrh by laying your left hand thumb hard on the back 
of the Quill when you twitch it up. 9. In order to make the Nib, enter your Knife ſomewhat above the 
Slic on the inſide and cue off.a peice , .leaving it in the faſhion of a ſcoop. 10, To faſhion the Nib, ſhave the 
fides equally down, turning your Knife in ſo doing toward the back , anddraw both the fides to a point. 
1.1, To finiſh the Nib of your Pen (which js the chief peece of Art) you 'muſt place it on the nail of your 
left hand thing. holding the Quill ſteadily" in your left hand, then draw theggdge of your Knife into.the 
end lanting , and when it is about half thorough , turn the Knife almoſt dow t, andcut itoff, .If the 
Quill be too thick , arid the Nib to6hard'; you may fcrape't it, or'pare it thinner : If the Quill be too thin , 
and the Nib too ſoft , you-mult ctit the Nib-ſhorter to Rrebgthen? Ic. 

It is no fmall matter to fic the Nib of 'your Pen etaRly' , according to the Hand you inrend to write. , It 
muſt be left juſt ſo: broad as the Body-ftrokey bf bir erters'; ;'* For Hahds thar ſtarid even downright , as 
Set Secretary, Cont and Chancery , you muſt leave the'Iefe fide of your Nib, as you hold che Pen to write, 
ſomewhat ſhorter than the other. And tor Hapds that lie Hoping ; as M xed $ ecretary, Roman and Italian, you 
muſt leave the right ſide of the Nib a*{mutt-inatrer ſhorter,” But this being of great confequence, I ſhall give 
you peieular DirecHons for it proper.to every Hand, as 1 ball {ucceflivel y treat of chem. Li 


: To Hold the Pen. 


5 014 the Pen in-yourright hand Herwhee your' fole-ſiiget; ; mide-finge? and thumb, with the hollow 
£6 w, downward.” oy Fo "Place your, nrole-lnget, 'on. the right ſide, near half an Inch irom the end of 
the Nib. 3. Place your orc-finger next on the back of the Pen about ſo much higher, 4. Place your thamb 
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onthe left fide (rifing in the joynt) nearhalf an Inch higher chan your fore-finger, yet permitir not to 


touch your fore-finger as you holdche Pen,. - 5, Extend the ewo fingers which hold your Pen almoſt to their 
full length. :6. Ler.your Pen come up on the fide -of your fore-finger betwixt the ſecond and third- joyht. 


7. Hold the Pen ſo as thatyou'may drawit in, and put itfotth, 'as octiifion requires, inot griping ir toohard. 


8. Place your other finger on your little-finger ,' and on'your lirtle-finger reſt and move your hand; iris 


. 


p14 To Sit to' Write, 
ex 1 piwae: #7 £1: bm; 


" "| apa a fore-right Light ,, or one that:comes on the left hand: © 2, Let'the Boardor Desk on which. 

ou. write lie ſloping. 3. Lay your Paper or Book ſtraight before you.- 4. Sit upright, bearing your 
body frem the Desk. 5. Hold your head up the. diſtance of a ſpan from the paper. ' 6. Wheyyouare writing 
turn not your head one way nor,other, byr look right forward: 7. -Draw in your right Elbow... $;. Turn 
your hand outward and bear it lightly. 9g. With your left hand ſtay the paper. 10, Lean not too; heavy 
on your Arms. | ; | STILLS 53! | Þ; cn 


4. ed Cadet nth. Neceſſaries for Writing. 


0, | x your Ink be thin A+ as may freely run from the pen. . 2, Let the Paper which you write on be- 
E white, fine and-well gumm'd, ſuch as will bear Ink well, which you may try by wetting a corner 
thereof with your tongue; it will not /bear.Ink well if it. cakes wet, ſuddenly. :..3,/ For diſpatch. procure-;;a 
round Ruler, but for.certainty a ſquare or flat Ruler, -4,. Ac your firſt writing ruledqubleLines with ſmall 
Compaſles extended to the depth of your intended Letters; or rule with a Quill cut forked. 5.. If you 
rule your Lines with a Black-lead pen, you may rub them out again with a flice;;of Bread, when your 
Writing is dry. 6, If,you rule Lines on a looſe paper with Ink, you may lay, that, zpled paper, under the 
paper whereon you writes. whichif it be ſo.thin as-thatthe ruled Lines may appear thorough, you may; write - 
even, and none perceive whether you ruled ornot., | PE Bain 
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 Direfions in General for al: Hands , and all perfons..-. - of ile s = 


'Or your Information T ſhall here compendiouſly deliver the Judgement which by much Exerciſe and torg 
- Experience I have acquired in the Art of Hriting.' Not onely Men but Arts require the Afiſtance one of- 
another , and are thereby rendred more abſolute and uſeful. The Scjence-whereanco Writing is moſt obliged 
| B. 2. Er Wa 
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9 (hs Geometry, the moſt demonſirable and infallible of all humane Profeſſions; from which we are ot only fur- 
* -tiſhedwith/Ferms of Art, and the natnes of all Lines, but'alſo with Rules for the unerring delineation of all 

ntanner of Rtrokes. For inftance, all round Hands or-Letters whatfocyer depend upon: the form of a Circle, 
a nite particles wherein any rotundity 4s expreſſed, muſt be regulated thereby. Alſo the Cir- 
cumferences of all Circumyolving Lines belonging -to flouriſhing uſed in Text Capitals , with moſt of the 

' ſtrokes of Secretary and Roman Capitals, whether eſſential or ornamental, depend hereon. All down right 
ſtrokes depend on the perpendicular Line.” [tal;jgn Hand and all Letters from thence derived, have their life 
and Lawes from the Elipſes or Owal. Yet though the knowledge of Geometry, thus far and further be of grand 
Concernment in the buſineſſe of exat Writing, we do not barely uſe the Figures and Diagrams thereof , for 
all Lines when taken Geometrically have the ſame fullnefle of Bodies, but when they are applyed to Writing 
they admir of various additions and illuftrations, according to the faſhions of Letters and Fancies of Writers. 
All Oblique Lines or ſtrokes _—_— or 

rom 
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J 


is in relation to the'compoſition of Letters in thoſe hands which we write, for when we write Mix'd Hands, 
which are moſt in faſhion, we muſt not promiſcuouſly mingle improper Letters jn the preſent Hand we write, 
> next'we muſt take'care in the true placing of our Letters, to keep them even at head and feet, and let their 
Bodies rend'and bend all one way in'the ſame peece, and to keep a like proportion inall Letters of the ſame 
name and kind. We muſt alſo begin and-end with ſachLetters as are only proper to begin and terminate words. 
Further, in reſpect of Joyning we muſt obſerve to.keep true diſtances, generally in all Hands leaving the 
ſpace of a ſmall (0) from'one word to another, and the diſtance of the ſtrokes in the (w) from one Letter 
.co another in words,  finely:uniting all Letters that wil joyn in Curſary or running ,Hands, with hair ſtrokes, 
expretied lightly with the Edge, or left corner of che Pens Nib. - | | f1 
. . Chooſeat the ficſt-to imitate a large andtull Alphabet of che ſame kind with the hand you intend to write, 
th OAT FR | | Fn for 
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y uling hd ro  nttknegd> fall fas Charater, on may contra& and write ſal when ou p Fu) | 
6d mnch betcer than if y you ſhould ado li a {mall RE i 7 *.. 
"If before you write your rub your Paper with Gum Sandrick beaten fine and tied in a. fa cloth, w] hich 1 is 
cc calted pounce, itwill cauſe Af Paper to bear Ink well, and your Pen to run ſteadily and kmoorkly, 
ind make your riting appear very ſweet and pleaſant co. the cye. - 
| wy your EET keep a waſte paper under your hand whereon to try your pen, and to make every Letter 
baſal fe you write it down fair. View your Copy ſeriouſly , and begin not to writetill you have imprinted the 
| e Lercer perfeRly in your mind ; Firſt , make one Letter well before you proceed to another,, and 
wr he ſhall LetcetsexaQly before you imitate Capitals. Strive not ſo much to write faſt as fair. Let your 
Mind; your Eye, and your Pen, go all together. Uſe co draw your hand even under the Lineas you write : So 
will you with practiſe write-even without Lines. 
For what may yer further concern you, -I refer you'to the particular DireQions following. 


*. DireGionsfort the Second Leaf. 


Pick is written Deny Videt at arge, which i 15 encompaſſed by ſeveral Birds and Beaſts , publiſhed for the 
4L'LPleaſurc and Recreation of Learners, more for-Curioficy than Neceſlicy, which may invite the Ingenious 
to Exerciſe their Pens, But as for young Beginners ( as the old Proverb ſayes, They muſt firſt creep and then go ) 
We intend not this for the imitation of every one, though for the delight of all, [Practitioners muſt firſt be 
well exerciſed in Writing, before they can hope ſuccesfully to ingage inthe performance. of ſuch Ornaments 
where the powers of the head are not lefſe uſed then the Command and Dexterity of the Hand. -Though there 
be's way to'produce ſich Curioffties with greater facility than every one imagines , which we ſhall villing! y 
communicate unto the ingeniouſly deſerving, though we conceive this not to be a proper place for ſach Diſco- 
verſes} For Go# we pied 9 us muſt proceed gradually; Firſt, Learning to Writc,and then to F loyriſh, | 


is a  Direfiont for the Third Leaf. 


A i ah this Priok beAddredid tothe Lovers of this curious Art by way of Epiſtle, yer that we might render 

4 it þ . table and. aſcful,; /we have annexed the Alphabets proper to it': This i is an Halick Had : ; that is, 
twixt'a Roman aid Italian. Which in :regard it -is'a Hand Generally known and moſt eafie to attain, we 

fogpmagad « co:the imitation of Women-kind, A Pen-indifferently made according to the former Rules, 
C "wit. 
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will expreſs this Hand. Let ſuch as defire-to Tearnie, firſt imitate the Letters underneath, .and tak: 
together in, their PraQtice as may be one helpful to the making of another. For Example, Jet them {6 the 
'Eetters thus, c, e, 0, By 4» da; then 7, #, m1, #, ivy »,rs5 then I, b,b, ws F P3 .then Þ>bs.s 2 9 No.5 &e, .Snll, ſer- 
ving the Rufes for Ruling doubles Lines; for holding the.Pen 3. ficting to Write 3, and above all, to make one 
Letter well before you proceed to the imitation of another. "When you: can. make the ſmall Letters well , 
rocted ro imitate-rhe Capitals at the top, raking them in like Order ; Firſt, C,G,0, Q;, then D, B, R,.P3 


SF EL LF 


> 


thenT,F; next, 1,L, K,H, 4; nextE,S,N,W,T; Lafily,Y, Z,X, M, Oblecving to apply the: Edge. of 
rlie Per where they are (mall, and the flar of the Pen where their. fulneſſe.]yes, = When you ean- make, the 
Letters well , advanceto Joyning 3 diligently obſerving the former Rules for the Diſtances of TED | 
Words, and to keep your Letrers even at head and foot, placing them all one way. ::.. Tex on 
Dire&ons for the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Leaves. © | 
N the firſt of theſe Leaves is delivered ailarge Engrofſeug-Hand , derived partly from the Text,partly from 
— the Set Secretary, which much reſembles the Spaniſh-Hand in the Rounding of, the-Letters. with;the Hp 
rightnefſe 26d full body thereof. This Hand was purpoſely, contrived to faglitate the. Buſineſle of 'Enprdile- 
ments, for the roundaeſſe of che Letters will cauſe ir to wheel away more ſwiftly then.:the ſquare Set-Secrerpry, 
and the fylneſſe of their Bodieswill render ic of equal Duration. A Pen proper for this Hand aay. beſt þe 
orcioned in Rreadehacoording to the dowarighs 
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Hp Edpeof the hb. Nib by 
| : CAC | 1 making the firſt. 
parts,of | the a, >, .», 0, and;q 2 The P & is drawe downward, begining lightly with the Fdoo, and: beidg - 
inclined to.a.Flat by degrees. : In the wiiting-of: this Hand out moſt bold yoorArm right forth; every? 
the down-righr Lerters, and draw ypur hand down boldly. - You may attirft Ruleddouble Lines; \burby ett 
ſtoming your ſelf -to draw yaur-hand even; unferthe Lines as you wrare 5 you: will: in a ſhorticime write” event 
without Ruling. ; pay | hey | In 
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4 Jort youc Letters & 

nirlt p Then proceed to &, & ; &» Fo Fi 3: S,2Y, Y,and 5, Make the Compalle Strokes 
of A (both great and {mal ) Circular and Smooth. And remember to continue every Letter of 
the ſame kind to one fize. Theſe DireQions will indifferently ſerve for theſe four Leaves, being in effeR all 
one and the ſame Hang... Lre Second of' them anly differs in the m, and ns, which-ate Curt ſharp and finiſhed 
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with a Square for variety. 


99 gonvatl Dt: om 36h 1T  - Direttions for the Eight Leaf. 


PHis is performed more according to themanner of our Common Set hand , dependinp on the Square /as 
., much as the faſhiqn pf-;Letters will permit, In-che writing of which Hand, the: General Rules delivered 


ar thole aferegoing4 -ate:to be oblerved:, which for your Remembrance we. may here: briefly repeat , wiz. 
7. Thatche Nib of- the Pet muſtibe fitred: co the breadth of rhe Minums or Strokes of the (w.) 2. That 
at the firſt writing hereof, you may rule double Lines at a fit Diſtance, 3. With the Flat Nib expreſfe the fall 
and the.finall ;; with the lefsCorner or Edge of the Pen; where they require to Iye." 4. Sort ſuch- Letters 
together mn-your! pence aageaybo alba ons to che making of another,according tothe former Directions. 

- Makr one Lotte well before a 

nallcill you can make them well. 6, When you make Leiters with Stems as G, f, 6,f, &c. whoſe bodijcs re- 
quire a greater breadth than other Letters, You muſt exprefle them with the Flat Nib,” and a more than ordi- 


reions for the Nemb, Temb, amt Elevemb Leaves. 


FA gocher theſe Leaves,you are:preſented with a Cnrfary or Running Mixt Hand. ' The two firſtwhereot 'are 
os L compaunded:of. Rowan gad:Hakck, Hands : and the Third hath a Mixture of Serrerary. They are all defigned 
to. run ous and {mooth away inbufinefſe, and to take up lictle room , wherefore the Stems of all Io 
Letters the: 

Feapple L fancyto be,thecaf[igh for imitation thac ever ivere publifhed : And ſuch as may - ſerve' both 'Sexes 
ar aanumerable Occafions. Phe Letterz both:great.and ſmall are to be made at once withour taking -off the 
pens And ſo performed. ag not to dilcourage the meaneſt Capacity m his Imitation Neverthelefle when they 
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alike, then take Q3, QF, (QF, F, Þ, and I), whoſe 


you Proceed to the making of another, removing the Pen at every full and 


rcan are confined to Modgration, and their. Bodies expreſſed fair and large. The two firſt of theſe 


begin co.lcarg them, {they may. wi all thoſe Helps.and Aﬀiſtances of Ruling, Pouncing rheir-Paper, and 
Ml C'2 | LE _ - - . Sorting: 
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, fince thoſe delivered 
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toward theleſt 


as. Land. e | 
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and Ink, at once. In orde 
ler thim uſe thei? hands} 
Bodies, and to.turn it alide 


icſt iroke equidiftant oriparallel one to another; firſt imitate thoſe of the fewelt- 
fureto/1wavye-or bend the firft in form of a'great,S, . and let the ſecond Kroke be 


When the Body- 
pe of the Pen crofſe 


? G, O,. 
ryou 


In-the making of large 
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1s or-ſmall-Touches 7; nbich you my | 
Grohe as that of the L, ſo to unite all the ſhort hair-ſtroke 
of alk ſuch U2OL ARER vat according 6: greater, {6 as 
13 OC! 1 Ow bus o* 


I oj j ann For the Alphabet of German Text IE the "Copitelt.;' 3 


Pi a (ems 1 me cobe ons of the of proportional 4nd regular that ever was wiote. OR EEY tet 
thay helpful to the writing of this Hand, " 
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